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Ridge and Valley Charter School 

1234 State Route 94 Blairstown NJ 07825  
(908) 362-1114      (908) 362-6680 fax 

email: office@ridgeandvalley.org      www.ridgeandvalley.org 

Student Enrollment Application 2011-2012 

 

A Different Kind of Public School 
 
Ridge and Valley Charter School is based on several assumptions, and it is important that all applicants 
understand its unique focus. 
1) Human beings are merely a thread in the miraculous web of life supported by this living universe. We have a 
profound responsibility to respect the Earth. Hence, the school’s primary focus is on ecological literacy and 
sustainability; in other words, children will learn to construct lives that promote the long-term health of the 
planet. 
2) The curriculum will use the universe as a context for learning. The program will be highly experiential, 
allowing children to learn by doing, often out-of-doors, and in multi-aged groups. They will be encouraged to 
develop critical thinking skills, to challenge traditional assumptions about consumer culture and to derive new 
models for honoring the world around them. 
3) Using this experiential approach, the school will meet the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
set by the state Department of Education. Beyond all mandated state tests, learner assessment will primarily 
consist of projects, work portfolios and rubrics, rather than traditional letter grades. 
4) Each and every child will be cherished and respected, and his or her creativity and potential nurtured and 
supported. Children will be encouraged to cherish each other as well, and to respect and honor differences and 
boundaries. Conflict resolution will be an integral part of the program. 
 
The school will encourage active participation of all students and parents in shaping the educational 
experience and will strive to build a stronger community both inside the school and beyond school walls. 

 
 

Application Process 
 
Ridge and Valley Charter School opened in September 2004 with learners in grades K-8. As a public school, 
the charter school must accept every New Jersey resident who applies, as long as there is space. Preference 
is given, however, to those from the region of residence: the school districts of Blairstown, Frelinghuysen, 
Hardwick, Knowlton and North Warren Regional Middle School. If more applications are received than there 
are places available, a lottery is held after each application deadline. Once a student has been accepted, the 
student remains enrolled for subsequent school years. Siblings of enrolled students receive preferential 
placement in the student enrollment process. 
 
The first application period is October 1st through the 31st and the deadline for grades K-8 (2011-2012 school 
year) is November 1, 2010, with subsequent deadlines on the first day of every month thereafter. Please 
provide a self-addressed envelope with your application. You will be notified by letter within three weeks of the 
applicable deadline regarding the status of your application. 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Ridge and Valley Charter School 
 

mailto:office@ridgeandvalley.org
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Ridge and Valley Charter School Mission 
 

Ridge and Valley Charter School will use the environment as the context for learning. At Ridge and Valley 
Charter School, environment is defined as the world around us—our home, our classroom, our town, our bio-
region, our country, our world, our universe. Subjects will be experienced, and will not be segmented as 
separate, unrelated areas of study. Children will learn that mathematics is an integral part of science, that 
history is the basis for social studies, and that reading, writing and research skills unlock knowledge of all 
kinds. Using the environment as a context for learning, children will learn to really see the world around them. 
They will learn to question, to wonder, to think creatively. They will learn to be citizens of the world, and to 
honor the responsibility that comes with that charge. They will learn respect for the earth and for all living 
things. They will learn and practice everyday habits of living that reflect sustainable lifestyles. They will learn to 
resolve differences, dissolve boundaries and share common goals in a real-world setting. Our children will 
learn how to think.  The result of a Ridge and Valley Charter School education will be children who grow into 
adults who love the earth and who are passionate about its ability not only to survive, but to thrive. They will 
provide leadership that has a clear vision of the world and how to make it better.  

Ridge and Valley Charter School Mission 
 

Foundation Principles 

Foundation Principles 
1. Subjects will be experienced, not taught, and will 
not be segmented as separate, unrelated areas of 
study. 
2. All subjects will be experienced with Earth 
Literacy as the primary focus. 
3. Assessment will be ongoing through exhibitions, 
portfolios, and project-based rubrics rather than 
through conventional grades. Ongoing assessment 
will include evaluation and self-evaluation, based 
on criteria and standards developed collaboratively 
by teachers and students. 
4. Students will receive ongoing preparation to 
succeed on all state-mandated standardized tests 
reflecting mastery of the New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content Standards. 
5. Students can expect to spend at least 25% of 
their learning time outdoors. 
6. Teaching methods will be modeled primarily on 
experiential education methods. Experiential 
education values the interests, attractions and 
natural abilities of students as the basis for their 
learning. 
7. Students will be encouraged to use sustainable 
lifestyle practices at school and at home. 
8. Children will work with younger and older 
schoolmates in multiple and flexible group 
arrangements. This develops interpersonal skills 
appropriate to the various roles of team member, 
mentor, guide, teacher and learner. 
9. Students will participate with teachers in 
designing and adapting academic activities. This 

reflects their personal goals and develops their 
multifaceted talents. 
10. Students will learn conflict resolution techniques 
as part of a formal conflict resolution program. All 
discipline problems that are not in the category of 
causing physical harm or property damage will be 
handled through the mediation process. 
11. Students will participate in establishing the rules 
of their classroom. 
12. Students will develop problem-solving skills 
through their participation in community real-world 
projects individually and with classroom groups. 
13. Students will have opportunities to spend a 
large portion of their day working collaboratively 
with other students. Teacher-directed learning will 
encompass no more than 25% of the school day. 
14. Students will ask more questions than teachers. 
15. Teachers will identify learning styles and 
specific interests of their students and guide 
learning accordingly. 
16. Students will have access to all of the teachers 
on the staff as resources and advisors. 
17. Grammar will be integrated into the process of 
writing, not taught as a separate subject. 
18. Inventive spelling will be encouraged prior to 
third grade. 
19. A balanced literacy approach will be 
implemented and will include whole language and 
phonics based on student readiness and ability. 
Students will be encouraged to read every evening.
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RVCS Student Application 2011 - 2012 

 

Student Information (please return pages 3 and 4 only) 
 
Name             Sex    

 

Date of Birth                  (must be 5 before October 1, 2011 for kindergarten) 

 

Postal Address               

 

Street Address               

 

City          County    ZIP     

 
 

 

Previous Schooling 
 

Grade currently in: 
 

□  K □ 1 □  2 □  3 □  4 □  5 □  6 □  7 

 
Type of school 
 

□ Public school   □ Homeschool  □ Private school (please complete school information) 

 
School District of residence 
 

□  Blairstown Elementary 

 □  Frelinghuysen Elementary 

 □  Hardwick School District 

 □  Knowlton Elementary 

 □ North Warren Regional 

□  Other (please complete school 

information below

 
 
School district of residence              
 
School name                
 
Address                
 
                
 
Phone ( )               
 
Please note: if the student homeschools or attends private school, it is still required to indicate the 
district of residence above (funding follows the child from the school district of residence). 
Previous Schooling 
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Parent  Information 
 
 
Parent name               
 
Relationship to student              
 
Daytime phone ( )      Evening phone ( )     
 
Email                 
 
 
 
Parent name               
 
Relationship to student              
 
Daytime phone ( )      Evening phone ( )     
 
Email                 
 
 
 
Student lives with  Both parents    Mother   Father   Guardian   Other     
 
 

 

 

How did you learn about Ridge and Valley Charter School?___________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope so we can acknowledge receipt of this application.  Send 
completed applications to: 
 

Ridge and Valley Charter School 
1234 State Route 94 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 
 

I have read the mission and the foundation principles of the Ridge and Valley Charter School. 
 
Parent Signature ____________________________________________                 Date________________ 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 


